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ARTFUL SENTIMENTAL LOVER. 

: 

 ISE man verfedin the wiles of deceit puts on the 
gaik of plaufibility and virtue, and, by thefe means, dif- 
ms the obje@ of his attention and apparent love of the 
vfual adminifration of her prudence, lays her apprehen- 
and involves her in mifery : mifery the 
sore inevitable, becaufe unfufpected. For fhe who ap- 

‘chends no danger, will not think it neceffary to be al- 
v ays upon her guard ; but will rather invite than avoid 
ihe ruin which comes*under fo fpecious and fo fair a 
form, 

One of thefe fentimental lovers will not {cruple very 
ferioufly to allure a credulous girl, that her unparalelled 
merit entitles her to the adoration of the whole world, 
and that the univerfal homage of mankind is nothing 
more than the unavoidable tribute extorted by her 
charms. 

But the fhould refle@, that he whoendeavours to in- 
toricate her with adulation, intends one day moft effect- 
ually to humble her. For arttul man has always a fecret 
defign to pay himfelf in future for any prefent facrifice. 
If he has addrefs and conduét, and the obje& of his pur- 
fuit much vanity, and fome fenfibility, he feldom fails of 
fuccefs ; for fo powerful will be his afcendency over her 
mind, that fhe will foon adopt his notions and opin- 
ions. 

The lover, deeply verfed in all the obliquities of fraud, 
and fhilled towind himfelf into every avenue of the 
heart which indifcretion has left unguarded, foon difco- 
vers on Which fide it 1s moft acceflible. He avails him- 
‘elf of this weaknefs by addrefiing her in a language ex- 
actly confonant to her own ideas. He attacks her with 
her own Weapons, and oppefes, if a fentimental girl, 
ihapfody to fentiment. He profeffes fo fovereign a con- 
tempt for the paltry concerns of money, that the thinks 
it her duty to reward him for fo generous a renunciation. 
Every plea he artfully advances of his own unworthi- 
nefs, is confidered by her asa frefh demand, that her 
gratitude muftanfwer. And fhe makes it a point of 
honoue j facr€Gce ta him that fortune which he is too 
noble to regard. 

‘Thefe profeffions of humility are the common arti- 
ices of the vain, and thefe proteftations of generofity 
the refuge of the rapacious, 
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EFFECTS OF HONOURABLE LOVE. 


A MAN of delicacy oft betrays his paffion by his too 


great anxiety to conceal it; efpecially if he has little 
hopes of fuccefs. ‘True love, in all its ftages, feeks con- 
cealment, and never expe&ts fuccefs. It renders a man 
not only refpectful, but timid, to the higheft degree, in 
his behaviour to the woman he loves. 

To conceal the awe he ftands in of her, he may fome- 
times affect pleafantry, but it fits awkwardly on him ; 
and he quickly relapfes into ferioufnefs, if not dullnefs. 
He magnifies all her real perfe€tions in his imagination, - 
and is either blind to her failings,-or converts them into 
beauties. “ Like a perfon confcious of guilt, he is jeal- 
ous that every eye obferves him: and to avoid this he 
fhuns all the little obfervances of common gallantry. 

His heart and his character will be improved in every 
refpe&t by his attachment. His manners will become 
more gentle, and his converfation more agreeable; but 
diffidence and embarraflment will always make him ap- 
pear todifadvantage in the company of his miflrefs. If 
the fafcination continues long, it will deprefs his {pirit. 
and extinguifh eyery vigorous and manly principle of his 
mind. 





ec —-- = 


LOVE OF JUSTICE. 





A SENSE of juftice fhould be the foundation of all 
our focial qualitics. In our moft early intercourfe with 
the world, andeven in our moft youthful amufements, 
no unfairnefs fhould be found, That facred rule of do- 
ing all things to others, according as we with they would 
do unto us, fhould beengraven on our minds. For this 
end, we fhould imprefs ourfelves with a deep fenfe of 
the original, and natural equality of men. 

Whatever advantage of birth or fortune we poflefs, 
we ought never to difplay them with an oftentatious fu- 
periority. We fhould leave the fubordinations of rank 
to regulate the intercourfe of more advanced years. In 
youth it becomes us to act among our companions, as 
man with man. We fhould remember how unknown 
tous are the viciflitudes of the world; and how often 
they, On whom ignorant and contemptuous young men 
once looked down with fcorr, have rifen to be their fu- 
periors in future years. 
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THE VICTIM OF MAGICAL DELUSION : 
OR, INTERESTING MEMOIRS OF MIGUEL, DUKE DE C.A*I*.1. 
UNFOLDING MANY CURIOUS UNKNOWN HISTORICAL FACTS. 
Tranflaied from the German of T/chink, 


(Continued from page 275.) 


‘“ 

My father took up the piece, levelling it at him with 
a trembling and fearful hand. ‘1 beg you will not {pare 
me, and infift upon your aiming at my ‘head or heart !” 
The Marquis took his aim, but trenbled fo violently 
that he was ebliged to lay down the gun. Alumbrado 
defired meto ftep nearer, and putting my hand to his 
bare breaft, faid : § Feel whether this heart beats fo tim- 
moroufly asthat of your father.’ Thele words provoked 
the pride of the Marquis, he ordered me to {tep afide, le- 
velled his piece and difcharged it, A cloud of {inoak con- 
cealed Alumbrado’s fituation fora moment from our eyes. 
It is impothble to depié the feniations that rufhed upon 
my heart, when I beheld himin his former fituation, and 
heard him exclaim: * You have aimed well, my Lerd, 
however, the ball has recoiled from my breaft, there it 
lies on the floor.? My father funk on his knees and 
lifted his hands to heaven as if praying, and I gazed 
at Alumbrado with filent awe. 

** Duke !’ faid the latter, ‘chargethe gun once more, 
The marquis ftarted up, exclaiming: ¢ For what pur- 
pofe P’? *iwant your fen to repeat the deed.’ § No, 
there is no occafion forit ;’ my father replied, * the om- 
nipotence of the Eternal has been. glorified f{ufficiently.’ 
¢ Juft now,’ Alumbrado returned, * you have been of too 
little faith, and now youare too credulous ? Is it impol- 
fible that you fhould have miffed your aim? Thet the 
ball accidentally has hit another obje& and_ recoiled ? 
But although you fhould be convinced that you have 
aimed well and hit me,.is the. Duke fo too ?’ 

“6 In fhort, ] was cbliged to charge the piece again, 
and Alumbrado expefed his uncovered bolom once 
more, 

**T could rely on my gun, and wes fure not to mifs 
him, becaule he was ftanding only feven paces from me, 
] pointed at Alumbrado’s head, took my arm well, and fir- 
ed; however, he ftleoped forth from the cloud of fmoak 
like a being of a fuperior order ; the ball lay on the floor, 
and Alumbrado had not received the leaft hurt. 

‘* He now took a dagger out of his pocket, and plung- 


ed it twice in his breaft, up tothe hilt, extra€ting it 


without a wound being feen, 

‘© O my friend, make hafte to recant at the feet of this 
aftonifhing man the prejudices which you have uttered 
againft him. Bluth at your philolophy, whereby you 
have combated fo frequently my propenfity to fupernat- 
ural events, I have always hada prefentiment that this 
irrefaltible propenfity would be gratified one time; yet I 
was a flranger to the road which led to the obje& of my 
molt ardent wifhes, Alumbrado has pointed it out to 
me, and a new epocha of my life has commenced with 
that period. How little, and how ditgufting and vain 
does now all the wifdom and all the tinlel fplendor of 
-¢ world appear to me, fince I have been made acq vaint- 
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ed with thot higher good, which is concealed f. .. 
and inaeceflible to the greateft part of hur: Pete. 

cmc = © area part of Numan kid.” 
P, 5. On reading my letter over, | Gnd a few be 
ages in it, which would determine me not to fend js 
account of the great watchfulueis with which alt lerte; 
are examined by order of the King, 
lured thatthofe which are direéted to you are exemprec 
3 ; i C 

from examination. 

Having peruied this letter of the Duke of Ca®*ina. 7 

Oa ‘ ‘ . . 
did not know whether I fhould haften Grito him. to): 

- Ta . 
father, or to Alumbrado, 
age to be got ready; but when I was going te Ren outre. 
o o { 55 wi 


I ordered inflantly my Carri. 


the houfe, my valet flopped me pate and-pant: 
breath. ‘ My Lord,’ he tta nmered, § Com: 
have’----§ Well, what is the metter ?’----* Jt is alam 
credible,’ he refumed, * it is rumoured all owefthe to 7“ 
Here he {topped again. 
itfelf to me, and I exclaimed in‘a trembling accent, § For 
heaven’s fake! what has happened ?? 
that the Marquis of Villa R*al and his fon-- 
be terrified, my Lord!’ * What ?’ I rephied, * 4 
I could fot proteed, my lips being fealed with terror. 
*Ieis rumoured thag the Duke of Ca*ina and his fathe; 
have been taken up on an acculation of having con! yics 
again{t the life of the King,’ 

Thefe words curdledthe blood in my veins, and I wis 
ready to dropto the ground; however, defpair icon 
roulfed me from the ftupor that had feized me, J get in 
my carriage in order toenquire perionally into the wut) 
of that dreadful intelligence, Coming in the ttreet f cb- 
ferved auniverlal commotion, and received, bet io 
foon, a confirmation ef my valet’s inte!ll gence ; being in- 


His contternation eemmunicated 


i] 
S itis reported 
’ 
{ 


formed, at the fame time, that forty five perfons more 


had been arrefted along with the Duke and his father 
The multitude were affembled before the royal place, 
demanding with a furious clamour, thot the traitors 
fhould be delivered up to them ; the king however thauk. 
ed them for their zeal, and ordered the coufleble to dil 
perfe the populace. 

My aflonifhment, my egony and confternation, and an 
indifpofition which had been brought on by the Violent 
agitation of my mind, pievented me from recellecting 
that this was the very day on which [ was to expect cit 
friend, of whofe intenced vifit I had been appiiled by 
that letter from an unknown perfon, ‘The lucceedirs 
day I happened to feethat letter accidentally on my writ 
ing-defk, and the friend to whom I was to deliver i 
not having made his appearanceat the fixed hoar, I mace 
ufe of the liberty I had received to open it. 

Conceive my aftonifhment when I faw the hend- 
writing of the Duke of Ca*ina. ** When you fhall read 
thefe lines,” he wrote, ‘tthe great deed will be pei form 
-d, and P 1 reduced again under the S—-—fh do- 
minton, Forgive me, for having this time deceived 
your confidenee, and believe me, that nothing but youl 
conne&ion with the new King could have pxwented m 
from communicating the matter to you beforevwur defig: 
s carried intoexecution. For that reafon only I hav 
had recourfe to art, and wrote this letter which will 9 
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form you of the whole tranf-@ion, but is to be epened 
only when it willbe impoffible to put a ftop to our un- 
Jertaking. 
-* Not only my father and myfelf, but alfo thofe two 
prelates whom I have mentioned in my letters, and a 
reat number of noblemen agreed after feveral converfa- 
tions to force the ulurper to reflore the crown of P ] 
to the King of S——n; yet this defign appeared to be 
jo dangerous, that neither the Marquis nor mylelf would 
engage in it before we had tlie confent. of Alssibede: 
We preffed him, therefore, one evening to grant us his 
‘rmiffion andaf™fiftance. He hefitated a long while, and 
at length rephed, *‘ Well! I will oppofe you no longer, 
but I declare lolemnly that I will not afford you the leaft 
fiflance in yourdefign againft the King before | fhall 
be convineed that it isthe will of God, which we can 
learn by no other means but prayer. The fpirit of God 
infpires thole that are prone to him with fincerity of 
heart, and the fentiments which prevail in our foul in 
that fituation are the voice of God. Let us devote this 
ight to prayer, addrefsthe Omnicient, feparately, aad 
tu-morrow morning communicate to each other what the 
ontinue firm in 





* 


hi 
Lord fhall reveal to us, aT you fhell 
vour refolution after you have performed your devotion, 
then itis the will of the Eternal, and we will go to 
Wwol k.’ 
‘* T had, for along ti 
ing a night in a church, 
’ gs ae —_ 1 - 
ford mea pleafure of a moft fin gular nature, 


me, entertained the wifh of fpend- 

imagining that this would af- 
I refolved, 
therefore, to execute Alumbra ado’s propolal, and, at the 
fame time, to gratify this darling with of my ‘heart. With 
that view, I concealed myfelf one evening in the cathe- 
dral. ‘Tie firft idea which forced itfelf upon my mind, 
zs foon as 1 wag left alone in that facred place, was that 
of the immediate prefeuce of the Eternal, and this notion 
Glicd me with folemn awe, 

‘*~T wenttothe altar, throwing myfelf on my face up- 
on the fleps of it, and adoring the omniprefent God w ith 
ardent fer¥c ur. | foared beyond the limits of materiality, 
tranfporsea by devotion, and mv foul and every fenle was 
hurried slong by the torrent of holy enthufiaifm, | pray- 
ed with filial { fubmifiien fer filual iljumination and hea- 
venly aid, 

‘* The clock onthe church fleeple tolled eleven, when 
The church was 


J recovered from my pious trance, 


covered with awful darknefs; the folitary lamps which 
were ad te before the altar, and theimages of the faints, 
preduced on the oppolite parts of the fabric large maffes 
of lightand thade, while they f{pread only a faint dufk 
over the other parts of the Gothic building. The pre- 
fence of tte Eternal, the melancholy ftilloefs of night, 
the extenhwe e:rcumferenece of the venerable edifice, 
nade me fenfible, with a kind of horror, of my falitary 
ituation. ‘Phe profound ftillnefs that reigned around 
was Interrupted only now and then by a momentancous 
crac&iug, by the clattering of the windows, the whift- 
ling of aguft of wind rufhing through the fofily refound- 
ing organ-ptpes, and by the chimiing of a bell, 
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Iwas ftruck with the hollow 
found of my footiteps, which reminded me that the mar- 
ble pavement covered the vault in which the bodies of 
the deceafed fathers ofthe order were awaiting the morn 
of refurreétion. 

‘* T went through one of the aifles, and Nopped in aw- 
ful contemplation, now at an altar, nowat the image of a 
faint,and now at atomb, The antique, artlels appear- 
ance of many imagesand ftatutes contributed much to 
increafe their awful effe@. A chapel, where a whole 
length pi€ture of Chrift on the crofs was fufpended at- 
traéted my attention particularly, becaufe the quickly re- 
peated flirtation of the lamp which was placed before it 

had made me fancy that the pi€ture was flirring. The 
fingular diftribution of light, darknefs, and fhade prevail- 
ing through the whole church, the fudden flaring and 
dying away of the lamps, produced the moft different 
and turprifing effe&s on the eye, and furnifhed the ima- 
gination with multivarious-obje&s of occupation. 

** At length, I entered a great hall, which led tothe 
hindmoft porch, and from thence to achurch-yard, the 
iren gate of which was locked, The firft look I direted 
at it made me ftart back, feized with furprife. I looked 
once more at it, and beheld again feveral white figures 
that appeared and vanifhed with a ruftling noife. 1 can- 
not but confefs that a chilly tremor leized my limbs and 
fixed me tothe ground. A few minutes after, a monk 
carrying a lanthorn zppeared in the back part of the bury- 
ing place; anda fhort refle&ion unfolded to me the 

The noife which I had heard proceeded 
and the figures were nothing elfe but 
appeared and difappeared as he 
moved the lanthorn in walking. Probably he had been 
praying in the porch, and was now returning to his cell: 
I conceale:! myfelf in a pew, in order to avoid being feen 
by him. A wearinefs which proceeded from the chilly 
night air and a want of fleep, bade me, at length puta 
ftop to my wancerings. I feated mylfelf in a pew, where 
I abandoned mylelf to the wild freaks of my imagina- 


** Proceeding further, 


whele myftery. 
from his fteps, 
white flatutes, which 


tion, 

‘* The dawn of day was already peeping through the 
fLained windows, when I awoke from the fanciful 
ireams of my wondering mind, and the purple rays of 
the morning fun refleéted ith radient glory from the 
image of the holy Virgin, fufpended againft the wall op- 
pofite the window, ‘I was ablorbed in the cezitempla- 
tion of this fublime obje& for fome time ; however the 
trance in which this. charming fight had thrown me, 
foon gave room to religious lenfations of amore fublime 
nature ; a pious confidence in the heavenly aid of Previ- 
dence was kindling in my bofom, and I was going to 
proflrate myfelf before the -bleffed Virgin, when the 
church was thrown open. 


o 


( To be continued.) 
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THE FATAL MISTAKE; 
Or, sus HISTORY or MR. ELLIOT. 


[ WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. | 


(Continued from our laft ) 


] EXPRESSED my obligations tohis friendfhip in the 
warmeit and moft grateful terms, and we confulted how 
the matter fhould be breke to Lady Somerfet ; my friend 
undertook the tafk. 

That very evening, as his filer was engaged out, and 
I had determined to be abfent, I waited iu a ftate of the 
moft anxious expe€ation for the event of his embaffy ; 
and on feeing him enter my room at one o’clock in the 
morning, | had hardly refolution to inquire his fuccefs, 
‘6 My friend, my brother,” exclaimed he, *“‘ | am author- 
ifed to call you fo by the moftamiable of mothers, Al- 
mena is your's, win her, my dear Frederick, and be 
happy.” 

Words were too faint toexpre!s my feclings ; my Ed- 
ward fhared my emotions, and for a time we loft the re- 
membrance of every thing but friendfhip. Now each 
adverfe cloud appeared removed, and happinefs perma. 
nent and delightful dawned on my morning joys. Lady 
Somerfet informed lord Afhford, that her daughter’s 
heart was engaged : his difappointment betrayed him in- 
to the moft violent rage, and he left the houfe threaten- 
ing to be revenged, 

Blefled as I was in Almena’s love, and in the friend- 
fhip of her amiable brother, I difregarded his threats, and 
imiled at the apprehenfiens of my charmer : three weeks 
after this made me her happy hufband; my friend gave 
away his lovely filter, and fhared in our felicity. My 
wife was every thing that wes excellent and good ; her 
Jove for me was unbounded, and mine was to iacha 
painful excefs, that I could not bear a look caft at any 
other perfon. To this unhappy jealoufy of temper all my 
fubfequent misfortunes were owing. 

For twelve months, we enjoyed the moft perfeé feli- 
city, when Lady Somerfet appeared to be declining in 
her health, Her phyficians advifed her to go to the iouth 
of France : my Almena was ¢efirous of accompanying 
her beloved parent, but her fituation rendered it impro- 
per and dangerous, Lord Somerlet was determined to at- 
_ tend her, which greatly alleviated my wife’s uneafinels, 
As London did not agree with lady Almena, and as the 
feafon was far advanced, I provoled going to ‘Trout- Hall, 
for the enfuing hot months : fhe contented chearfuily, as 
her lying-in was not expected for a confiderable time, 
The leparation of my beloved from her mother and bro- 
ther may be better imagined than defcribed. We imme- 
diately went into the country, where I exerted the moft 
unwearied aMfiduity to amufe and divert her thoughts from 
dwelling too much en the late melancholy parting, On 
avifittoa neighbouring family I was amazed to fee lord 
Afhford. He addreffed my wife as if nothing had paffed 
Between them, and me with the moft polite freedom. 
Some few weeksafter, ] had been outa little way, andon 
wy return, afked the fervant if any body had been there 





during my abfence ? ‘ Lord Abhford, Sir, has been an 
hour with my lady.”’ I hurried to my wife’s apartment 
and opening the door gently, furprized her in tears. 
** How is this, my love ? what has happened to make 
you uneafy ?”’ ** Nothing particular, replied fhe, J was 
thinking of my poor mother, you muft pity the weaknefs 
of your wife, my Frederick.” My Almena, my deareg 
love, anfwered I, clafping her to my bofom, I canno: 
bear your tears ; talk not of weaknels, you are all that js 
amiable and lovely.’’ She feemed foothed with thefe 
words and appeared more chearful ; as the did not men. 
tion lord Afhferd’s having bcen there, I did not choo! 
to ftart the fubje&, 

We paffed a month in the moft perfe& tranquility, 
having heard in that time from my friend, who gave us 
a pleafing account of lady Someriets health, My Alme- 
na’s happinels was excellive at this information, and Joy 
beamed on her lovely countenance ;1 frequently left hey 
at her own defire, to partake of country amufements, 
though my inclination would have ever detained me 
with her ; yet to make her eafy I complied. She feared 
a too conftant attendance on her would weaken my af€ec. 
tion, and make me unealy at fo greata reftraint. 

One day, I had ftayed longer than ulfual in hunting, 
and was haflening to meet my wife, when I perceived 


lord Afthford riding up theavenue : thefe vifits and always 


in my abfence greatly alarmed me. He would have avoid- 
ed me, tut I rode up to him, and after a flight civility, 
begged to know what had. occafioned the honour of my 
feeing him there ? He luoked confounded, and making 
an evafive anfwer fpurred his horfe, and rode away with 
great precipitation, Vhis conduét, fo very enigmatical, 
enreged me infinitely ; I was inclined to purfue him, and 
force him toconfefs what his bufinefs was, but a mo- 
ment’s thought deterred me from fucha conduét, I ‘en- 
tered the houle, torn bya thoufand emotions, and went 
tomy wife, who fled with open arms to receive me, I 
brutifhly turned from her, ‘** Lady Almena, has Lord 
Athford been here ?”’ I locked at her very fternly, fhe 
hefitated and blufhed; ** No, my dear; but wherefore 
this unkindnefs! Alas, Mr. Elliot, have I offended you ?” 
She burft into tears. Ob, how 1 curled my own horrid 
difpofition ! I ftrove to abate her grief by every method 
in my power : and had fhe at that moment informed me 
of her conjetures, what a weight of woe had been {pared 
to my fucceeding-days ! But my mifery was not to be 
avoided, 1 applied to the fervant, who had _ before in- 
formed me lord Afhford had been at my houfe, whocon- 
firmed my fufpicionsby telling me, my hated rival, asl 
then madly thought him, had been a conliderable time 
with his lady. 1 was too much affeéted by this news to 
anfwer the fervant ; and leaving him in the greateft hafte, 
I determined to return to my wife and tax her with her 
inconftancy ; but the confideration of my Atmena’s fitua- 
tion deterred me ; as fhe was drawing near her time | re- 
fleéted I might be her deftroyer, 


{To be concluded in our next.) 
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CURIOSITY. 


O: the various paflions that are natural to mankind, 
Curiofity feems to be one of the moft zttive and power- 
ful ; which, unlefs it be engeg ed in lauduble purfuits, and 
confined within the limits prefcribed by Virtue, often 
becomes a dileafe pernicious and fatal to the mind, and 
exhibits human nature in a moft pitiable point of view. 


Nothing can be conceived more contemptible, and at the 
fame time more dangerous, thana merely enquifitive per- 
fon: “*heis generally a blab,’ fays the poet; ‘and 
ought to beavoided, as we wouldthe {py of an enemy.” 
Such a one may be compared to the Danaide’s tub, which 
was incapable of containing what it received : for, what- 
ever comes under his inipceétion, or is mentioned in his 
hearing, he is fureto publ:ith; and, when opportunity 
fhall ferve, will enlerge and illuftrate. 

This exceflive prying and communicative difpojition, 
has teen oblerved to be particularly prevalent in thole 
who are naturally indolent, and have no ufeful employ- 
ment to divert their imagination, The mind, if it be not 
engaged in the purfuit of ufcful knowledge, muft necef- 
farily be aétive in the inveftigation of of trifles, and mat- 
ters of {mall moment. Thus, for inftance, the indolent 
man, who affcéts to be ftudious, as he is deterred from 
the attempt to acquire folid learning, by that care and af- 
fiduity which are the confequent attendants on laborious 
ftudy ; fo he {quanders that time, which might be em- 
ployed to better purpofes, in the fearch after trifles. He 
contents himnfelf with the knowledge of things, that can 
contribute nothing to his learning; nor could his igno- 
rance of them diminifh aught fromit, 

But there is a kind of Curiofity, which produces more 
fetol effects ; and which argues, that the difpofition of 
thofe who are 2€uated by it, is not only indolent as to 
commendable enquiries, but that they are alfo ‘envicus 
and malicious, and enjoy great fatisfe€tion in expcting to 
public cenfure the faults and failings of every one around 
them. We meet with beings of this defcription, in eve- 
ry place, without exception, who mvke it their bufine(s 
to pry into the affairs of others, it isa kind of trade with 
them, whercin one deals mere largely than another; and 
he is efleemed the greatelt who can difpole of moft fcan- 
dal, Such perfons are finely defcribed in the fable of the 
Lamiz ; who, we read, were blind at home, but when 
abroad were remarkably quick-fighted, In like manner, 
thefe Curiofi erc totally blinded astotheirown demerits ; 
while not only the mere epen and flagrant faults of 
others, but even the {mallef inadvertenfy, or miftake, is 
fubje& to their ftrié enquiry and niceft examination, 
Being always more folicitous to enquire into the failings 
of their neighbours, than to notice and imitate their good 
qualities ; and hurried on by the ftreng impufe of this 
reftlefs paflion, they fpave no pains in fearching to the 
very bottom of a thing that is but whifpered, and enjoy 
ho peace till it becomes public and univerfally known, 

I well remember, when a worthy end refpe&zble fami- 
ly fir went to refideata place that contained a nume- 
rous Clals of ihefe idicys, what a ftir it caufed among them ! 





Running about from one place to another, various fuppo- 
fitions, and exclamations of furprife, pafled between 
them. ‘* I wonder whothis new-come family are !’’ fays 
one; ‘*and whether they are people of much property ?”” 
‘* No great deal, I fhould conceive,’’ replies another ; 
‘* for they keep a very poor houfe, and are fafhionable in 
no refpe& whatever,”’—* Aye,”’ faysa third, ‘I hear 
that they goto market, not with ready-money, but on 
truft.”—** Iam informed,” fays a frigid old maid, with 
a contemptuous fneer, ‘‘ that Mr, , and his wife, 
live unhappily together, on account of a familiarity that 
fubfifts between him and the chambermaid.’’—‘ Pray, 
can any one inform me,”’ lays a formal old widow, * whe- 
ther they obferveany regularity in their family? What 
is their hour of dining ? Do they keep late hours? And 
what is their time’of rifing ?’’---‘* O!" fays one of the 
male goflips, ‘‘*they are very particular, Madam, I can 
2ffure you, in regard to thofe things, and do every thing. 
by rule; and they are the moft penurious and miferable 
wretches on earth, for they always keep the key of the 
cellar.” Thus, thefe triflers, to call them no worfe, 
amufe themfelves with groundle(s conjectures, and unjuft 
cenfure, the abfurdity of which needs no remark, 

But, notwithftanding every tranfaction, that comes 
under their cognizance, is handed about with the worft 
conftruction it is capable of receiving, they by no means 
ftop here. Not content with the information themfelves 
are able to collect, they have their private emiffaries to 
communicate intelligence, and give them notice of the 
domeftic affairs of every family in the town, which be- 
come the fubject of debate the next time they affemble ; 
fer they have their meetings, where the converfation ne- 
ver fails to be fuch as wounds the honour and reputation 
of fome ef their neighbours. If any one in company pre- 
fumes to fpeak of another with praife and commendation, 
he is cither attended to with carelefs indifference, or to- 
tally dilregarded ; and confidered as one who wifhes to 
violate the laws and rules of the fociety. On the contra- 
ry, fhould he czll in queftion the chaftity ef fome fage 
matron, or relate the misfortunes of fome frail female; 
fhould he make the difcord of families, or the animofi- 
ties of friends, the topick of converiation; they are all 
attention, and liften to the fcandalous report with the 
higheft degree of fatisfa&tion, 

One grand incentive to Curiofity, isa fickle and un- 
fteady temper, witha fondnefs for novelty. When, 
therefore, the mind in any of it’s fallies borders on frivo-: 
lity, it ought immediately to be checked, and have its at- 
tention dire@ed to fome other cbjc& lels unworthy the 
confideration of a rational creature. Thus, by bringing 
this paffion under the government of Realon, at the firft, 
we may prevent the unhappy conf{equences thzé envy and 
{fpleen might otherwife fpur it on ta effet. 

In difeafes of the body, by not attending to the firft 
fymptoms of a diforder, and ftoppingit in. the beginning, 
it often happens, that it gains ftrength through delay ; 
and, in procefs of time, bids defiance to the powers of 
medicine, Thus itis with difeafes ef the mind. Such, 
and fo inveterate is the nature of vice, that unlefs it be 
eradicated on its firft appearance, and deftroyed in its 














; 


infancy, the contagion foon extends it’s baneful influence 
over all the faculties of the mind, and enervates the whole 
intelle&ual fyftem, 


In order to the prefervation of health, on the flighteft 
attack of any corporal malady, it is expedient to have im- 
mediate recourfe to thofe means which are confidered 

the befl adapted to impede it’s progrefs: and if, to re- 
move infirmities of the body, fo much precaution be ne- 
ceflary, furcly the mind demands flill greater’ attention. 
But how frequently do we find this nobler part of man, 
either very little regarded, or totally negleéted ! Too 
often are the innate virtues of the Soul extinguifhed by 
the infinuations of Vice! its nobler powers enfeebled by 
the alluring wiles of that. fafcinating enchantrels ; and 
sendered ufelefs, 2s tothe endand detign for whica they 
were originally intended ; or, whatis worle, apptied in 
promoting the advancement of her caule, to owr own 
perpetual difgrace ! 


«** 








CURIOUS INCIDENT, 


1, was formerly ufual for the Senators of Rome to en- 
ter the Senate-houfe, accompanied by their fons, who had 
taken the pretexa, When lfomething ef fuperior impor- 
tance was dilcufled in the fenate, and the farther confi- 
deration adjourned to the day following, it was refolved 
that no one fhould divulge the fubje& of their debates till 
‘ fhould be formally decreed. ‘The paother of the young 

Papirus, who had accompanied his father to the Senate- 
houle, enquired of her jfon what the fenators had been 
The youth replied, that he had been enjoined fi- 


doin ig 
The woman became 


lence ; and was notat thie ity to fay, 
more anxious to know: the fecretnefs of the thing, and 


the filence “és the youth did but inflame her curiofity ; fhe, 
therefore, urged him with the more vehement earneftnefs, 
The young man, on the importunity ef hig mother, deter- 
iInined on a humorous and pleafant fallacy : he faid it was 
difcuffed inthe fenate which would be moft beneficial to 
the flate. for one man te have two wives, or ene woman 
Asioonas fhe heerd this, fhe 

leaving her houle in great tre- 


to have two hufbLands. 
1 . , . ’ 
Was much egitatlea 3 ena, 
) } } ° . he im 
haflenec to tell the other mations what fhe had 


learned. Vhe next day, a troop ef matrons went tothe 


PyIcl ats 
peah4cetiVd, 


Senate houle; and, with tears and entreaties, implored 
that one Woman might be jufleied to have two hufbands, 
rather than one man ta have two wives, The fenators, 
n entering the houfe, were alitonifhed, and wondered 
what this intemperate procec ding of the women and their 
petition could mean, The young Ps pirus, advancing to 
ihe ar hee of the fenate, explained the importunity of his 
his anfwer, andthe matter asit was, ‘Lhe fen. 


mou he Wa 
ate, delighted with the honour and ingenuity of the 
youth, decreed that, from that time, no yonth fhould be 


tuffered to enter the fenate with his father, this Papirus 
“a sale ! ’ as afterwards hon ably diting 
wione accsptcu, lie was afterwards honourably 1itin 

puifued by the cognomen of Pratextatus, on account of 


his dilcretion atfuch eu age, 





; 
' 
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LIFE OF BONNA, THE SHEPERDESS. 
Box NA was the daughter of a fhepherd of the Vatlte. 


line, a fruitful valley at the foot ef the Alps, and the 
grand pafs between Italy and Germany. As fhe was one 
day guarding her flocksy, Peter Brunoro, an illuftrious 
Parmefan general, loft his way near the {pot where the at. 
tended her innocent companions, Brunero politely ac. 
cofted the rural maid, to enquire the road, but was fo 
ftruck with her beauty, and to pleafed with her courteous 
anf{wer, that he difmounted and entered into converfa. 
tion with the fheperdefs. Bonna was no prude, and fhe 
had wit enough to dikinguith a gentleman froma _— 
in fhort, her vivacity, and a certain air of modeft aff 
ance, aamirably calculated to hit the tafte of an sie 
had fuch an effe& upon him, that he fell in love with her, 
and carried her off. From this time, we are to confider 
her not as the Arcadian fheperdeis, but as Brunoro’s 
miftre(s, 

Finding that fhe had a bold, mafculine fpirit, he took 
great pleafure in drefling her in men’s rloat ba: ; and he 
had the fatisfu@ion to oblerve, that fhe was ambitiou; 
to gain a maiculine addrefs ! Brunoro foon learned her to 
manage the fleeteft courier, and as he was remarkably fond 
of hubring, fhe was always of his party, and acquitted 
herfelf to the aflonifhment of all the cavaliers. 

A quarrel happening tome time afier between Francis 
Sforza, duke of Milau, and Alphontus, king of Naples: 
Brunoro quiited the fervice of the king his mafter, and 
went over to the duke of Milan’s party: Bonna, his 
faithful miflrels accompanied him, and fignalized Lerfel; 
in the firft campeign, The differcnce between the con- 
tending parties being accommodated by the interpoiition 
of mediators, Brunoro was received again into the fervice 
prefented to the king asa 
i 


of Alphonius, and Bonna w: 
war and politics * 


young Amazon: mgt talents 
every day more and more ¢on{picuous ; and upon a rup- 
republic aud the duke of Mi- 


c 
iS 
c 

it 


ture between the Venetian 
lan, fhe had the addrets to negociate at Venice, the com- 
mand of the Venetian wren bee an zppointment of 
onum duriz the war for Brunoro. 
piece of felial affc&- 
ith a lively feife of 


k advan- 


eocco ducates per ¢ 
The generel’s heart, et this Rei hing 
on in his miftrels, was new touched» 
honour for Donna, he regretted he had ever too 
tage of the affenting and li guarded Shepherdels, and, to 
repair pall lalaries, ahead in rratiiuce for duch fignal ier- 
vices, married his benefattrels: Afier this event, he 
placed no bounds either to her conjugal aiic¢tion, or ber 
love of arins. She accompaniea her huiband wherever he 
went; and while the general was engeged upon fome 
other fervice, fhe headed a detechment, and took the Ca 
tle of Pavanou, near Brefeia, fromthe Milanefe, by atfault. 

The fcnate of Venice honoured her with diftinguifhee 
1s, and placing an unlimited confidence in both bul: 


rewards, 
band and wife, fent *the m to the fuccour of Negropontus, 


attacked by the Turks, ‘Fhey cefend: d this ifiana te 
ably, that during the time that they commanded, the 
Turks defifted from all further attempts on the piace, 
Bonna died on her return to Venice at a imall town vi 


Morea, leaving behind ler two children, vad an immo 


tal reputation, 


ae 
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THE FLOWER-.-GIRL. 


és 

a Pray, buy a nofegay of a peer orphan!” faid 
3 femaiec voice, ima plaintive and meledicus tone, 2s I was 
pafling the corner of the Hay-market. I turned haftily, 
and beheld a girl of zbout fourteen ; whole drapery, tho’ 
ragged, was clean, and whofe form was fuch asa painter 
might have chelen fora youthful Venus, Jer neck, 
without covering, was white as {now ; and her features, 
though not regularly beautiful, were interefting, and fet 
off by a tranfparent complexion: her eyes, dark and in. 
telligent, were fhaded by lcofe ringleis of araven black, 
and poured their fweetly fupplicating beams through the 
filken fhade of very long lafhes. On one arm hung a baf- 
ket full of rofes, and the other was ftretched out towards 
me with ene of the rofe-buds, J put my hand into my 

ecket, and drew out fome filver---** Take this, my pret- 
ty girl,” faid I, putting it into her’s; ‘and may that 
God, who is the Father of the fatherlefs, be the preferver 
cf yeur exifteneec, and your virtue !--- Virtuous poverty 
is no crime,” 

I was turning from her, when fhe fuddenly caught my 
withdrawn hand; and, putting it to her lips, burit into 
a fleod of tears. The attion, and the lock which accom- 
panied it, touched my fcul; it melted to the artlefs gra- 
titude of this poor Flower-giil, and adrop of tympathy 
fell from my check, ‘ Forgive me, Sir,’”’ faid fhe, reco- 
vering frem her tranfpoit, while a {weet blufh diffuled 
itlelf over her lovely fees : ** my heart wes full of what 
it could not exprefs---nature impelled me to fo free an 
ction. You will perdon the effeét it had on me, when 
I tell you, they were the firfl kind words I have heard 
fince Lloft cll that wes dear to me on earth ** A fob 
interrupted her difcourfe: fhe flopped, and wept filent- 
ly; then, railing up her fece from the hand on which fhe 
bad laid it---“*O Sir! I haveno father! no mother ! no 
iclatien ! Alas! I have no friend in the world!’ Choked 
with her emotions, fhe was filent fora moment befcre fhe 
could preceed---** My only friend is Ged! on him I re- 
ly; I fubmit to his will, 1] enly pray that ‘IT may fupport 
with fortitude, the miferies 1 am bornto experience! To 
him, kind Sir, this heart fhall always przy for you, May 
that God for ever prote&t you!” added fhe, dropping a 


curtfey fullof humility and native grace, as the retired. 





I returned her LenediQion, and went on—— 

*© And can I thus leave this peor creature P’? faid J, as 
I walked penfively on. ** Can I leave her forever, with- 
out emotion P What havel done for her, that can entitle 
me to her pravers P Preferved her a few days from death, 
but that is all ' And thall ! quit thee, fair flower, to fee 
thee no more? tobe blown down by the rude blaft of 
adverfity !té be cropped by fome cruel fpoiler! to droop 
thy lovely head beneath the blight of early forrow!.-No! 
thou haft been reared on fome happier baik; thou haft 
been nurtured by the fweet tears of maternz! affe@ion ; 
thou haft once biufhed beneath the chearing fun of de- 
meftick content, ai.d under it thou thalt bloom again !”? 
1 turned, as I ipoke: my heart beat with its iweet pur- 
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pofe, I faw the beautiful Flower-girl before me. I ap- 
proached---caught her hand---the words of triumphant 
virtue burft from my lips--- 

‘¢ Come, thou lovely, deferted gir] ! come, and add one 
more tothe happy groupe who call me father! Their 
home fhall be thine: thou ¢halt fhare their comforts ; 
thou fhalt be taught with them thet virtue their father 
tries to pre€tife 1’? She Ropped imme ; her eyes flafhed with 
a frantic joy: fhe flung herfelf on her knees before me, 
and burft into a flood of rapturous tears, I raifed her in 
my arms---I hufhed her eloquent gratitude, and led her 
toa home of happinefs and piety. She loves my chil- 
dren; fhe loves their father ; and the poor orphan of the 
Hay-market is now the wife of my fon! 

De Purcue, 
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MARRIED, 


On Wednefday evening the 1ft inft, by the Rev. Dr. 
Linn, Mr. Wittiam W. Gatratian, tothe amiable 
Milfs Catruarine Brower, daughter of Mr, John 
Brower, all of this city. 

Same evening, by the Rev. Dr. Linn, Mr, Peter 
Voruiss, to the amiable Mrs. Nancy Smirn, widow 
of Jofeph Smith, deceafed, both of this city, 





METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS, 
From the 26th ult, to the 4th. tnft. 





Thermometor Prevailing ORSERVATIONS 
obferved at winds on the WEATHER. 
6, 4M 3, P.M | 6. 3 6. 3. 
deg. 100deg. 109 
Feb. 26] 16 23; nw. w. | clr. hh. w. Aurora Boralis*, 
27 | 38 47 s. sw. | cloudy It. wd. do. do. 
28 | 24 35 nw. w. | cloudy It. wd, do. do, 
March 1] 22 35 nw. do. | clear It. wind. do. h. wd. 
2] 24 37 ne. se | clear lt. wind, cloudy do, 
3133 42 ne. sw. } fn at ni. clou. It. wd. do, 
4 | 33 49 50 |S. sw. | cloudy it. wd. clear. do. 








RESULTS OF METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS, 


FOR FEBRUARY 1797: 


deg 100, 

Mean Temperature of the Thermometer at fun-rife 32 9 
Do. do. of the do. a2’? & 41 2 
Do. do. for the whole month 36 655 
Greateft monthly range hetween the 24th and 26:h 41.0 
Do do. in 24 hours, the 26th & 27th 22 
Warmeft day the 24th, 57 0 
Coldeft day the 26th, 25 


14 days the Mercury was at or below froft, at funrife, 4 do. it Was at or 
below froit at funrife and at 3 P. M. 

7 do. it gained, and a large quantity has falles this month, 3 day it 
fnowed. and = inches and a-half has fallen. 

17 do the wind was at the weftward of north and fouth. 

11 do. the do, wasattheeahward of do. and do. 

'6da the do. was light at funrife and 3 P.M, 

4 do. the do. was high at do and do. 

13. do. it was clear at do. and do. 

12 do. it was cloudy at do. and do. 


* On the 26th a remarkable appearance of the Aurora Boralis in the evere 
img at the north point zits aprearance chan.ed feveral times, and at length 
colle€ted ia a Piremidical form and difappeared, 























































= 








288 THE NEW-YORK WEEKLY MAGAZINE. 


For the New-Yorx Weekty MacGazine, 





THE DEBTOR. 


‘ Aly! little know’ft thou who ne'er has tri'd, 

s* What pain it is in prifon long to ’bide ; 

“ To lofe whole days, that might be better fpent, 

** To pine whole nights in anxious difcentent ; 

‘* To {peed to day, to be put back to-morrow ; 

** To fluth with Hope, to pine with care and forrow.” 
Tranfpofed from Cowcey. 


- 
Two long, long years are gone and paft, 
Since from the pitch of afflueace cat; 
With Friends, Fame, Fortune out of date, 
kugenio moans his haple!s fate; 
Like the poor Starling in his cage, 
He fluttering {pends his idle rage ; 
And all his cry, and all his rout, 
Is, Well-a-day! I can’t get out, 


Friend to the Mufe, alas ! no more 
His fancy roves in claflic lore; 
His fenfes flag, his eyes grow blind, 
And a chill torper cramps his mind ; 
Like the poor Starling in his cage, 
He fluttering fpends his idle rage ; 
And all his cry, &c. 


What, though when war and tumult rag’d, 

His country all his foul engag’d ; 

No trace is left, no record fav’d, 

Of what, to fave a ftate, he brav’d : 
Like the poor Starling in his caze, 
He’s doom’d to pine, to fret, to rage ; 

And all his cry, &c. 

Did want, or merit claim‘a friend, 

He knew to ferve, to giye, or lend ; 

But out of cafh and out of place, 

His former friends forget his face ! 
Like the poor Starling in his cage, 
Lonefome he fits and vents hig rage ; 

And all his cry, &c. 


No mere the fun’s ail chearing ray, 
Ope’s to his view the blufh of day; 
The day is dreary asthe night, 
And a fad darknefs clouds the fight : 
Like the poor Starling in his cage, 
In doleful plaints he fpends ls rage ; 
And all his cry, &c. 


At eve with gnawing care oppreit, 
His weary eye-lids ache for reft ; 
Then clanking chains above him roll, 
And fobs, and wailings pierce his foul. 
Like the poor Starling in his cage, 
He counts each tedious hour an age ; 
And all his cry, &c. 


When in his arms his infant train, 
Their little woes and wants explain, 
The trickling tear, and figh fupprett, 
Betray the anguith of his breaft ; 
’Till like the Starling in his cage, 
His throbbing bofom burfls with rage ; 
And all hiscry, &c. 











Sometimes in dreams he wings kis flight, 
And roves in regions of delight ; 
When (fad rewerfe!) the Watchman’s aoife, 
Difpels his Vihenary Joys : 
Then like the Starling in his cage, 
He flarts, and flutters round in raze: 
And all his cry, &c. : 


And is there then no Hope in Laws ? 

No generous Friends to urge his caufe ? 

Ah! no:—his Friends have not the time, 

And Dzsr, youknow’sthe GREATEST CRIME. 
Thus like the Starling in his cage, 
He moulders on to life’s laft Rage ; 
And all his cry, and al! his rout 
Is, Well-a-day! I can’t get out. 





THE FADED ROSE. 





7 

Y ON Rolfe, that bloom’d with tin@ure bright, 
That fhed its od’rous fweets around, 

And fmiing with the orient light, 
Diffufed its beauty on the ground : 


That gave its fragrance to the air, 
And waving kifs’d the gentle breeze, 
And thouch it gave, appear'd ftil! fair, 


led me€tar to the bees, 


But blooming with uncommon pride, 
And blufhing with the rain-bow’s hue, 
Upon the foliage by its fide, 
That glitter’d with the morning dew. 


A fair that watch’d her fleecy flock 
Befide the bending poplar fhade, 
And refting on a meffy rock, 


Efpy'd it waving in the glade. 


Eager to feize theenvy'd rofe, 

And with it deck her glowing breaft ; 
She left her charge, forfook repofe, 

And pluck'd it from its thorny meft. 


That inftant droop’d its fpreading leaves, 
And foon its beauteous colours fled; 
In vain Cecilia’a bofom heaves, 
For with its charms the refe is dead. 


So the fair damfel in her y,ime, 

That blooms wit" al] the pride of May, 
Feels the corroding hand of time, 

And all unconfciows fades away. 








SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF 
AN AMIABLE YOUARG LADY} , 
Whofe virtues richly merited the eulogiam here offered bya friend 
OFT as the balm the gentle gales diftils ! 
Sweei as the fragrancy of new-mowa bills ! 

Her op’ning mind athou!and charms reveal’d, 
Proof of thofe thoufanas which were yet conceal’d. 
The lov elieft flower in nature’s garden plac'd ! 
Permitted jult te bloom, and pluck’d ia haile. 
Angels beheld her ripe for joys to come, 
And cali'd, by God’s command, their fitter home. 
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